[Prophylactic prenatal therapy with intravenous immunoglobulins for patients at risk for neonatal haemochromatosis].
Neonatal haemochromatosis (NH) is a connatal hepatopathy that is lethal in 32% and necessitates liver transplantation in 63% of the survivors. The classical diagnostic criteria of extrahepatic siderosis do not apply in all patients who are suspected to have NH. The hypothesis of NH as an alloimmune disease is supported by the quantitative immunohistochemical proof of C5b-9 complement complexes on the hepatocytes of liver biopsy material. This has opened a new perspective in the therapy and prophylaxis for this severe disease. Prophylactic therapy with intravenous immunoglobulins (IVIG) for mothers at risk can prevent a relevant NH in most cases.